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Wife of U-2 Spy Pilo}

APR 2

Victim in Drug Mystery

BY ROBERT YOUNG

[Chicago Tribune Press Service]

Washington, April 20 Mrs.
Barbara Powers, wife of the
U-2 spy plane pilot recently re-
leased from a Russian. prisod,
was taken to a hospital teddy
in a coma from what polige
said was an overdose of sleé’p
ing pills.

Mrs. Powers, 27, was report-

ed in “very serious condition”
when she was admitted to
Georgetown university hospital
in Washington., After treat-
ment, hospital authorities said
she was “in satisfactory condi-
tion and out of danger,”,

The hospital reported that
Mrs. Powers was sufferitig from
an “acute gastrointediiy
set,” or acute, i
Washington police" ¥af¥, how.
ever, they were informed Mrs.
Powers had swallowgd: about 28
barbiturate tableta e mortt-
ll’lg. S ﬁ& IS

Living in nginia“

TNy B

Mr. and Mrs. Pcwefs havbl'

been living in an 4f
suburban Alexandria, V&,
shortly after the U-2 pilét’'s
turn from Russia -early i¥
year: Powers . was capturad
May 1, 1960, when his platle
crashed inside Rusala while on |
a high altitude photographic
mission. He pleaded guilty to
espionage and was sentenced to
10 years in prison. “He Wwas
traded last Feb. 10.7for Col.
Rudolph 1. Abel, master Rus-
sian spy serving a 30 year
prison sentence in the United
States.

Mrs. Powers,

an attractive

4
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-m tald them
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Mrs Barbara Powers

y ﬂ?u;etta was taken first to the |

ria hospital from her

ap
\glth her. Hospital authorities
gudd not disclose what Pow-

i Took. Tahlets, Record Says

She was transferred in an

; 'g¥fance to the Georgetown
tal in Washington, eight

*zgixles from Alexandria. The at-:
tending physician at George-;
town hospital said her stomach ! Jived in her

"had been pumpéd when she ar-
rived from the Alexandria hos-
pital and he could neither con-
firm nor rule out an overdose
6f sleeping pills as the cause
of her condition.

Washington police said Alex-
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t. Her husband was Prs. Powers swallowed abcut)

24 barbiturate tablets.

Powers, 32, still is employed1
by the Central Intelhgence@
agency, altho not as a pilot. A |
CIA spokesman “safd Powers |
“told him his wife was ill w1th
acute indigestion .

Mrs. Powers w%mresant m!
the Mascaw coprfrbom Aug. 19, !

1960, when husband was '
sontenced lsbn ‘a8 2 spy.
During his 1m nsonment she

ne. town of

Mjlledgeville, Ga, . ..
She jeined her h VT "
he refurned tq the Ur
Jag Feb. 11. They’ wér"_ i
er abgut three weeks &
CIA interrogated Pqurs gt a
‘secret hideaway , near 'Wash- |
in They were marr ;

andria hospital records stated]

‘15 and ’have no ‘children. /
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